Alaskan Opinions on Global Warming
: • Over 81% of Alaskans are convinced that global warming is happening.
• A majority (55%) believe it is caused primarily by human activities such as the burning of fossil fuels, as opposed to normal cycles in the earth's environment (37%).
• Most Alaskans believe global warming is already causing or accelerating the loss of sea ice (83%) melting permafrost (82%), coastal erosion (74%), and forest fires (72%) in Alaska, among other impacts.
• A large majority (67%) report that their local temperatures have increased, while 93% of people who have noticed local temperature changes say that global warming is at least partly responsible.
• Two out of three Alaskans (67%) say that global warming will be bad for Alaska, while 26% say it will be good.
• Majorities of Alaskans believe that global warming is a serious threat to themselves and their family (55%), their local community (59%), other countries (68%), Alaska as a whole (71%), the United States (71%), and plants and animals (76%).
• Many (43%) expect that global warming will have dangerous impacts on Alaskans within the next 10 years.
• Majorities expect that over the next 50 years global warming will cause increased flooding of towns and villages (73%), worse storms (68%), fewer salmon (67%), and extinction of the polar bear (65%). Majorities also believe, however, that global warming is likely to provide more comfortable temperatures (73%), and more tourism in Alaska (60%).
• Nearly all Alaskans (93%) believe global warming is a problem. However, roughly half (48%) believe it is an urgent problem requiring immediate government action while half (45%) believe it is a longer-term problem requiring more study first.
• A plurality of Alaskans (41%) believe the state of Alaska should help native villages facing severe coastal erosion move to safer ground.
• Most Alaskans support the regulation of greenhouse gas emissions from power plants (81%) and the signing of international treaties to reduce emissions (71%), but oppose higher taxes on electricity (71%) or gasoline (69%).
• Alaskans primarily trust their friends and family (86%), scientists (82%), and environmental groups (63%) to tell them the truth about global warming, but distrust President Bush (66%), Alaskan politicians (70%), and corporations (75%).
• Most Alaskans say that, due to their concern about global warming, they are likely to buy energy-efficient appliances (73%) or contact their politicians (60%), while nearly half (48%) say they are likely to join, donate money to, or volunteer with an organization working on issues related to global warming.
• Two-thirds (62%) report that they very often or occasionally talk about global warming with their friends and family.
• Democrats and liberals express stronger concern about global warming than do Republicans and conservatives.
• Alaskans without a party preference and moderates show levels of concern more similar to Democrats and liberals than to Republicans and conservatives.
• Majorities of Republicans and conservatives are convinced that global warming is happening (65% and 68% respectively), will be bad for Alaska (58% and 59%), is a serious threat to people in Alaska (62% and 60%), support international treaties to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (61% and 53%), and support the regulation of greenhouse gas emissions from power plants (82% and 76%).
• Majorities of Republicans and conservatives, however, believe that global warming is caused primarily by natural cycles, is not a serious threat to themselves, their families, or their local communities, and is a longer-term problem requiring more study before government action.
• More Semi-Urban and Rural Alaskans believe that global warming is currently dangerous and a serious threat to themselves, their families, and local communities than do Urban or Northern Urban Alaskans. PUBLIC RISK PERCEPTIONS In 10 years 19
In 25 years 18
In 50 years 15
In 100 years 8
Never 10 Don't know 6
Total 100 
Region
Alaskans can, for the purpose of this study, be grouped into four regions based on the similarity of their lifestyles. Education, income levels, ethnicity, outdoor activities, politics, military service and frequency of attending church vary significantly in the four regions:
Urban, Anchorage and Mat-Su, includes more than half the population of the state. Most of the households in this area contain people who work at jobs for wages, drive cars, and shop at supermarkets. In this sample, they have the highest median household incomes ($77,727) of the four areas, and the most college graduates (47%, including 17% post-graduate degrees). Seventy-nine percent (79%) of the population sampled in this area is Caucasian. Most of them (76%) work indoors, and only 12% get half or more of their diet from wild foods gathered by the household. Except for gardening, they are the least likely of those sampled to engage in subsistence or sports activities outdoors. Thirty-two percent (32%) consider themselves at least somewhat conservative politically, and 26% go to religious services weekly.
In the Northern Urban region, primarily Fairbanks and surrounding areas, the lifestyle is mostly, but not entirely, tied to roads and the modern mobile economy. They differ from Anchorage, Mat-Su in several respects. The population is much lower, the society more small-town. In the sample for this survey, the median income is lower than Anchorage, Mat-Su at $56,136. The percentage of college graduates is slightly lower at 37% (including, however, 18% with post-graduate degrees). Seventy-eight percent (78%) are Caucasian. Seventy-two percent (72%) work indoors and 20% get half or more of their diet from wild foods. They differ from Anchorage, Mat-Su in the percentage who engage in outdoor activities; more of them consider fishing, hunting, and picking wild berries important to their lives. Thirty-nine percent (39%) consider themselves conservative and 39% attend religious services weekly.
The Semi-Urban region includes the coastal area from Ketchikan in the Southeast to the Kenai Peninsula and Kodiak along the South central coast. Most of the people in these areas are connected by road or ferry and have roads within their locality. Many work for wages and/or do commercial fishing. Those sampled have a median income of $50,253, and 15% have college degrees. Eighty-five percent (85%) are Caucasian. Half (49%) of them work outdoors, and 49% of the households get half or more of their diet from wild foods. Fishing, hunting and wild berry picking are important to more than six in ten of these households. Fourteen percent (14%) are conservative politically, and 34% attend religious services weekly.
The mostly Rural region is distinguishable from all the others by the lack of roads. The vast area of Western and Northern Alaska is accessible from the population centers only by air. Comparatively few of these people work for wages; most households receive cash only from the State's Permanent Fund and/or dividends from their Native Corporations. These differences from the other areas are reflected in the median income of $28,060, and in the lower percentage of college graduates (10%). Twentyseven percent (27%) are Caucasian, 68% Alaska Native. Fifty percent (50%) work outdoors, and 83% of the households get half or more of their diet from subsistence. In this region, with few roads, 82% consider snow machining important to their lives. Thirteen percent (13%) consider themselves politically conservative and 54% attend religious services weekly.
